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STATE oF NoRTH CARoLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

January 24, 2000

Mr. John Alford, PE, State Roadway Projeqt Engineer

DAVID MCCOY
Secnrtary

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

stuan Boume, PE, Traffic control Engi-- ". n t'"-K'"""' y' '/'rd 2ou*-L.,
Temporary cruardrail /

MEMORANDUM

Attached are the guidelines for the use oftemporary guardrail developed in coordination
between_the Traffic Control and the Roadway Design Sections.

Beginning with the June 2000 letting, all temporary guardrail needed for the maintenance
oftrafic wilt be paid for and handled as described in these guidelines. please share with
your employees so that we will have uniform implementation oftemporary guardrail
statewide.

Also, by copy ofthis memorandum, we are requesting the pay items for all temporary
guardrail quantities be tansfened ftom the Traffic Control Section to thc Roadway
Design Section. We are also requesting this change be implemented with the May 20OO
letting.

Ifyou have any questions or comments conceming the Temporary Guardrail guidelines,
contact Steve Kite or myself at 25 0-4 I 5 I .
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Trafic Control Project Engineers
Roadway Design Project Engineers



GUIDELINES FOR THE USE AND PAYMENT OF TEMPORARY GUARDMIL
FOR MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC

Temporary guardrail is a device used to protecuredirect enant vehicles.from
drop-offs, hazardous roadway slopes, rigid objects, atc. The following cdteria will
be used to define the use and identify where it appears in the Design Plans. r

1) The use of temporary guardrail may be n€eded in the design of "on-site"
detours during bridge replacemanvconstruction. Ths locations and lenglhs of
need will be designed and shown on the Roadway Plans. The quantities to bs
calculated for the Contracl will b€ performed by the Roadway Design Soclion and
loc€ted in the Roadway Plans. The existing specification for temporary 

'guardrail

will remain the same as shown in Seclion 862, Subssction 4 through 6.

No coordination between the Traftic Control and Roadway Design Sections is
necessary. The loc€tions of the temporary guardrail may be shown on the TCP's
but is not necessary since itwill be shown on the Roadway Plans.

2) Temporary guardrail may be needed to "stage construct" grad6 changs areas
and/or proted drop-offs created by construction operations or eith€r protect drop-
offs from sxisting conditions. In addition, any rigid object such as a bridge
approach may be protect€d by lemporary guardrail. The Traffic Control Section
will identify these situations and "rough-in'the approximate locations. Once all
locations are determined, the Traffic Control Section will communic€ts/coordinate
these approximate locations with the Roadway Design Section.

The Roadway Design Section will then determino ths lengths of need and
provide the station locations by memo or email to the Traffic Conkol Section. The
loc€tion/s for the lemporary guardrail will be shown in plan view on the Traific
Control Plans. The existing specification for temporary guardrail will r6main the
same as shown in Section 862, Subsedion 4 through 6.

The quantities to bo calculated for the Contract will be performed by lhe
Roadway Design Section and located in the Roadway Plans. The existing
speci{ication for temporary guardrail will remain the same as shown in Section
862, Subseclion 4 through 6.


